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"VIDEO KILLED THE RADIO KID"

USING AUTHENTIC VIDEO

Why should we use authentic videos in the classroom?

• It's real!!

• Language rich ­ Not limited to their level

• Comprehensible ­ video gives the context immediately

• Tolerance ­ Allows for pauses ­ Ss have more time to process the 
information, so language can be more complex

• Nowadays the focus is on video as a means of communication

• Enjoyable and memorable
(Ideas adapted from TESOL conference talk 2011 ­ Antonia Clare)

Some key uses of authentic videos in class:

1) Make a unit topic "real"

2) Language work that revolves around the video

3) As a means to encourage speaking

4) To bring a visual element to the language ­ The power of images



"Video Killed the Radio Star" ­ Using Authentic Video 1st April 2011

Speaking through Film Scenes

Uses of film scenes
• role plays
• general discussion about the topic
• descriptions
• interviews
• explain what happened
• for and against arguments
• personal experience
• predictions
• story telling
• true/false statements
• hypothetical situations
• comparisons (original / remake)
• analysis of film features
• guessing
• sharing knowledge about a topic
• expressing opinions

Wordle.net ­ Word cloud

1 ­ PREDICTIONS using Wordle and imdb.com

• Get keywords about the plot from IMdb.com
>Choose a film
  >find keywords
    >Click "more info"
      >select the words you want

• Put those words into Wordle.net

• Use the word cloud to predict what the film is about

• Watch the film trailer ­ Discussion Qs

• Retell the plot using the words in the word cloud

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0314331/keywords
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2 ­ TOPIC VOCABULARY &/or DISCUSSION
Love Actually ­ Wedding scene

• Watch video before or after topic vocabulary work

• Weddings discussion (personal experience)
­ Talk about weddings Ss have been to
­ Describe last wedding
­ Any problems or nice surprises?
­ People/clothes descriptions

• Watch wedding scene ­ Ss make a note of everything they see
• Discuss what happened and vocab

3 ­ Clip Description ­ Blind Date

• In pairs, play the first part of a short video with the sound off
• Student A watches it & describes what's happening
  Student B doesn't look at the screen & listens to the description

• Both watch the video with the sound on
­ Student B sees how well Student A described it
­ Student A makes notes of things in the video they didn't know how
  to describe

• Deal with any unknown vocabulary (as a class)

• Watch 2nd part of the video, with roles reversed

• Ss ask each other personalised Qs using vocab from the scene
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4 ­ Heat ­ Scene Description Comparison

• T reads out a description of scene
• Ss write key words that describe the scene

• In pairs, compare notes made

• Resolve any vocab issues

• T's description contains mistakes about the scene

• Ss watch the video and try to spot all the mistakes

Follow up: Ss chose a favourite scene & prepare their own description 
with false info ­ Do same exercise with their scenes

5 ­ Script use ­ Friends "The One With The Thumb"

• Watch scene where Chandler criticises everyone
­ What caused the argument?
­ What bad habits does each character have?

• Give out script ­ Ss are at a casting session
• Ss act out the parts in pairs & try to copy the way the actors delivered 
the part. (Everyone has a go at Chandler's part)

• Watch the scene again
­ all the Ss read out Chandler's lines, again trying to mimic his delivery

• For HW ­ Ss choose a favourite scene, with the subtitles on>write the 
script>then practise saying the lines in the same way as the character(s)

• Further session ­ Write the Spanish subtitles
• In groups the Ss translate back to English
• They compare their version with the original ­ Discuss the differences

http://allatc.wordpress.com
tried­and­tested­handout.doc

5 ­ Script use ­ Friends "The One With The Thumb"
Ross A thumb?
Phoebe I know. I opened it up and there it was floating in there like this tiny little hitchhiker.
Chandler Maybe it's a contest, you know, like "Collect all five".
Phoebe Does anyone want to see?
Joey Don't do that. Come on.
Rachel It's worse than the thumb.
Chandler This is so unfair.
Monica Why is it unfair?
Chandler So I have a flaw. Big deal. Like Joey's constant knuckle cracking isn't annoying. Ross 
with his overpronouncing every single word. And Monica with that snort when she laughs. I mean, 
what the hell is that? I accept all those flaws. Why can't you accept me for this?
Joey Does the knuckle cracking bother everybody or is it just him?
Rachel Well, I could live without it.
Joey Is it like a little annoying or is it like when Phoebe chews her hair?
Ross Don't listen to him, Phoebs. I think it's endearing.
Joey You do, do you?
Ross Now there's nothing wrong with speaking correctly.
Rachel Indeed there isn't.

I should really get back to work.
Phoebe Yeah, otherwise someone might get what they actually ordered.
Rachel The hair comes out, the gloves come off.
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5 ­ Script use ­ Friends "The One With The Thumb"
Ross ¿Un pulgar?
Phoebe Lo sé, lo sé. La abrí y allí estaba flotando como un diminuto autoestopista.
Chandler Será un concurso: "Reúna los cinco."
Phoebe ¿Alguien quiere verlo?
Joey No empieces.
Rachel Es peor que el dedo.
Chandler Es injusto.
Mónica ¿Por qué?
Chandler Sólo es un defecto! ¿Y qué? Joey cruje los nudillos sin parar. Ross usa un lenguaje 
pedante. Mónica hace un ronquido al reír. De hecho, ¿qué es ese ruido? Yo acepto esos defectos, 
y vosotros el mío no.
Joey ¿El crujido os molesta a todos o sólo a él?
Rachel Podría vivir sin eso.
Joey ¿Es sólo un poco molesto o como cuando Phoebe se muerde el pelo?
Ross No hagas caso. Opino que es atractivo.
Joey ¿Hablas en serio?
Ross No hay nada malo en hablar correctamente.
Rachel Por supuesto que no.

Debería volver al trabajo.
Phoebe No sea que a alguien le sirvan lo que ha podido. 
Rachel Se saca el pelo de la boca y afila la lengua.

Summary
1) "Real" language

2) Use for a variety of speaking activities

3) Predictions using key words ­ activate schemata

4) Topic­based vocabulary / discussion ­ Visual support for language

5) Specific language upgrade

6) Describing ­ Skills practice ­ Listening AND speaking

7) Scene comparison ­ Fun alternative to traditional dictation

8) Script use ­ Focus on pronunciation / differences between L1 and L2

Homework!!

Use an authentic piece of video in class

Email me a copy of the stage plan and video details

I'll then share these videos with all the Ts

Deadline: 6th May 2011
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Other films and ideas

Freaky Friday ­ Body Swap

• Hypotheticals ­ What would you do if you were in the body of your 
mum/daughter?
• How would you feel?

Love Actually ­ Wrapping scene

• Discussion about presents they've received or given
­ Occasion?, Who to/from?, what was the present?, how did they 
feel/react?

• Watch scene ­ make a note of what the shop assistant used

Bridget Jones ­ Skiing

• Watch the scene ­ how does she communicate without speaking the 
language?

• Discussion about winter sports ­ Ss share ideas, experiences

Lost observation

• Rate how observant you are

• Watch the opening episode of "Lost"

• Read out True or False questions one at a time ­ Ss discuss in pairs if T or F

(Questions include new lexis)

• Watch the clip again to check T/F answers

• Ss rank how hard they think the new lexis will be to remember

Giving marks themselves for things raises their awareness of what they're good 
or bad at and assists learner training

Characters and quotes

• Watch the video

• Discuss how you think the characters are feeling in the scene

• Interview the "characters" in the hot seat ­ Ss talk about real or invented 
situations
e.g. Things that have gone wrong at a wedding

• Display quotes from the film which contain the more difficult language
­ Elicit who said what
­ Choose the correct alternative to the quote or situation
­ Complete sentences about how the characters were feeling, using different 
grammatical structures

• Watch video again to check and to "hear" the new language
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Steve Muir


Activity 1
Word Clouds 


Go to www.wordle.net. Make a word cloud using a text about the film or TV series that students are going to see. Show students the cloud and ask them to guess either the title or what it’s about. 


If you intend to use the same word cloud on several occasions, you will either have to print it and make photocopies or take a screenshot and save it.  See www.take-a-screenshot.org for instructions.


Type “Wordle in Education” or “Wordle Classroom” into Google,  and you will find lots of ideas to use with your students.


This is the text I used to make the word cloud based on Lost. Set students a time limit to fill the gaps in pairs or groups. When checking the answers, give two points if they have the word used in the original text and one point if they have a different word that fits.


Lost : Season 1


A plane on its way from Australia to LA crashes mysteriously and breaks 


(1) ____________ three parts in mid-air. The central section of the fuselage lands on the beach of a desert island, with 48 (2)____________ beautiful survivors. The story of the first season is entirely occupied with how these survivors attempt to survive, about how some (3)____________ and some fail, and then about how they try to secure the basic (4) ___________ of life: fresh water, a regular food supply, a shelter from the monsoon storms. And finally, it's about how they try to get (5)___________ the island and get (6) ___________ to civilization.


Alternatively, paste the answers into a word cloud, which students use to check their answers. 


1. into    2. impossibly    3. succeed    4. necessities    5. off    6. back


Activity 2
Observation (Lost Season 1, Episode 1, beginning until opening credits)


Prepare some true / false statements about the clip you are going to show in class. Tell students to give themselves a mark out of ten for how observant they are. After watching the extract, they say whether the statements are true or false, and decide if they want to change the mark they gave themselves at the beginning.


These statements are based on the opening scene of the first episode of the first season of Lost.


How observant are you?


1. The first image we see is Jack’s right eye.


2. The dog came from Jack’s left.


3. Jack took a bottle out of his right pocket.


4. The man with the trapped leg was wearing a grey shirt.


5. Jack tied his tie round the injured man’s right leg.


6. An old man fell into the engine.


7. Three people spoke to Jack.


8. After the wing collapsed, there were two explosions.


9. The pregnant woman was not wearing a necklace.


The answers are: 1.T 2. T 3. T 4.T 5. T 6. F 7. T (trick question - Jack spoke to more than three people, but only three people spoke to Jack) 8. F 9. F


Activity 3
Vocabulary


Write questions using vocabulary which comes up in the clip students are going to see. Give students time to think about their answers to the questions (or the questions they want to answer), and help with vocabulary. Students answer the questions in pairs, asking follow-up questions. When monitoring, don’t just note down mistakes and unnatural-sounding language, note down examples of good language too. Put it all on the board, correct the mistakes with the class, reformulate the unnatural-sounding language, and get them to repeat the activity with a different partner. Emphasize that they must use some of the language on the board.


After watching the clip, students say which of the words and phrases they heard / who said it / who to etc. Here is an example based on Lost (from where the previous clip finishes).


At the end of the class, students rank the vocabulary eg from easiest to most difficult to remember or from most to least useful.


1. Have you ever been in the cockpit of a plane? Would you like to?


2. Have you been in a plane when it has hit an air pocket?


3. Have you ever blacked out?


4. If your jeans were torn, would you patch them or throw them away?


5. Which do you prefer at home - drapes (curtains) or blinds?


6. When would you tell somebody to “hang in there”?


7. Have you ever tried an activity and found that it is not for you?


8. When was the last time you threw up?


Activity 4
Back to Back (Search for Blind Date Aardman on YouTube)


Put students in A/B pairs sitting back to back, with A facing the screen. Turn the sound off. Tell students that you're going to play a clip and A is going to describe to B what's happening while it's happening - make sure your instructions are clear and that students know they must give a running commentary. Tell A that if they don't know the word for something, they have to find another way to say it.


Play the clip and A tells B what's happening. Afterwards, everyone looks at the screen, and play the clip with sound. Then B tells A how well they described the scene. See if anyone wants to ask about new vocabulary and write it on the board.


Then do the same again for the next extract, this time with B facing the screen and describing to A.


Hopefully, by the end of the second clip, there will be lots of vocabulary on the board. Students then write questions for each other using the new words and expressions - personal questions eg Have you ever... / When did you last.... rather than What does ....mean?, and discuss in pairs / groups.


Activity 5
Changes (The Walking Dead, Season 1, Episode 1 from 58:30)


Describe a memorable scene to the class, and make some changes. Students note down key words and compare with a partner. Check spelling, meaning and pronunciation of new vocabulary and get the students to retell the scene to each other. 


Tell students that they are going to watch the scene you described, but there are some differences. Show the clip and students identify the differences. As a follow-up, give students a few minutes to think of a scene they remember from a film or series and help with vocabulary. Tell them they must ask for at least one new word or phrase.


They tell a partner about their scene, and then repeat with a new partner, hopefully improving on the first version.


Activity 6
The remake


Choose a short scene and prepare a couple of comprehension questions. The one I used was Friends “The One with the Thumb” (season 3, episode 1)


After viewing, give the students the script. Say that the series started nearly twenty years ago and is going to be remade. Students are going to audition for a part in the remake. In A/B pairs, Student A reads Rachel, Ross and Chandler’s roles, and Student B reads Phoebe, Joey and Monica’s, and then they change round so each student has had a go at all the roles.


Play the scene again and tell the students to focus on Chandler. Then tell them that they’re going to see the clip once more and everyone is going to play the part of Chandler. They should speak at the same time as Chandler, copying how he speaks (to raise awareness of the features of spoken English) and his actions (for fun).


Play the scene with the subtitles so that students can read from the screen rather than the handout. 


This is an activity students can do at home - select a short scene from a film or TV programme, put the subtitles on and copy one of the characters. They can also do a similar activity on www.englishcentral.com. 


Another activity based on this clip -  tell students that they have been contracted to write the Spanish subtitles for this episode.


Divide the class into two groups. One group translates from the beginning to “Why can’t you accept me for this?”, and the other translates to the end. (Divide the class and the text into three groups if you want to speed things up a bit).


Once they have finished their translations, they sit with someone from the other group and comment on their new partner’s translations.


Finally, they compare their own translations with the subtitles actually used and say which sounded most natural.


Friends


The One with the Thumb


Ross

A thumb?


Phoebe
I know. I opened it up and there it was floating in there like this tiny little hitchhiker.


Chandler
Maybe it's a contest, you know, like "Collect all five".


Phoebe
Does anyone want to see?


Joey

Don't do that. Come on.


Rachel
It's worse than the thumb.


Chandler
This is so unfair.


Monica
Why is it unfair?


Chandler
So I have a flaw. Big deal. Like Joey's constant knuckle cracking isn't annoying. Ross with his overpronouncing every single word. And Monica with that snort when she laughs. I mean, what the hell is that? I accept all those flaws. Why can't you accept me for this?


Joey

Does the knuckle cracking bother everybody or is it just him?


Rachel
Well, I could live without it.


Joey

Is it like a little annoying or is it like when Phoebe chews her hair?


Ross

Don't listen to him, Phoebs. I think it's endearing.


Joey

You do, do you?


Ross

Now there's nothing wrong with speaking correctly.


Rachel
Indeed there isn't.




I should really get back to work.


Phoebe
Yeah, otherwise someone might get what they actually ordered.


Rachel
The hair comes out, the gloves come off.


Ross

¿Un pulgar?


Phoebe
Lo sé, lo sé. La abrí y allí estaba flotando como un diminuto autoestopista.


Chandler
Será un concurso: "Reúna los cinco."


Phoebe
¿Alguien quiere verlo?


Joey

No empieces.


Rachel
Es peor que el dedo.


Chandler
Es injusto.


Mónica
¿Por qué?


Chandler
Sólo es un defecto! ¿Y qué? Joey cruje los nudillos sin parar. Ross usa un lenguaje pedante. Mónica hace un ronquido al reír. De hecho, ¿qué es ese ruido? Yo acepto esos defectos, y vosotros el mío no.


Joey

¿El crujido os molesta a todos o sólo a él?


Rachel
Podría vivir sin eso.


Joey

¿Es sólo un poco molesto o como cuando Phoebe se muerde el pelo?


Ross

No hagas caso. Opino que es atractivo.


Joey

¿Hablas en serio?


Ross

No hay nada malo en hablar correctamente.


Rachel
Por supuesto que no.




Debería volver al trabajo.


Phoebe
No sea que a alguien le sirvan lo que ha podido. 


Rachel
Se saca el pelo de la boca y afila la lengua.


Activity 7 
How to… 


See www.videojug.com or type “how to” in the YouTube search box for clips to use in class. The one I used was Ellen and Penelope Cruz play Pictionary. It seems to have disappeared from YouTube - if you want a copy, I can send it to you by email.


YouTube


Go to one of these websites to download a clip, which you can save on your computer or put onto a DVD using a programme like Roxio.


www.savevid.com  (saves a copy on your desktop)


www.zamzar.com  (emails a link to the converted file, which you then download)


Finally.....


If you have any questions about any of the activities, you can contact me at muirsteve@gmail.com

8
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